First Sunday of Lent
Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart,

February 18, 2018

Saturday, February 17
5:30 Bill and Tom Streicher, Dan and Kay Mellon
7:00 Para todos los miembros de nuestra iglesia
Sagrado Corazon – Bilingual Mass
Sunday, February 18
8:00 Seymour Gussack, Joseph Ciavolella
10:00 Timothy Dillon, Joseph L. Steiner
12:00 Arcadio Troche, Hilda Perez
6:00 Parishioners of Sacred Heart
Monday, February 19
9:00 Intention Available*
Tuesday February 20
9:00 Intention Available*
Wednesday, February 21
9:00 Chris Alvaro, Sacred Heart Holy
Souls Society especially Anthony
Criscuolo, Mary Klaiber, Angel Jerry
Davila, Dennis Guzzo, Helen Bishop,
Cal Cosman, Hilda Perez, Daniel B.
O’Riordan, Michael Faherty, Frank Sibilia
Thursday, February 22
9:00 Special Intentions for the Mende
Family
Friday, February 23
9:00 Intention Available*
7:30 Intention Available*
Saturday, February 24
9:00 Michael Kelly
5:30 Lori Tasca, Sally Golden Rowlette
7:00 Para todos los miembros de nuestra iglesia
Sagrado Corazon – Bilingual Mass
Sunday, February 25
8:00 Joseph Raymond DeMartini, Carmela
And Tony Meli
10:00 Intention Available*
12:00 Arcadio Troche, Br. Thomas Scanlan
6:00 Special Intentions for Sr. Rose’s Health
Parishioners of Sacred Heart
* If you are interested in selecting one of these
Masses for a loved one, please call the parish
office.

The season of Lent is already upon us. It comes a bit
earlier this year…some of you may still be finishing off the last
remnants of Christmas cookies and candy canes or still
working on getting those Christmas lights down?! With Lent
following so soon after Christmas the connection between the
birth of Christ and His Passion is perhaps a bit more apparent
to us. The poverty of the crib and the poverty of the cross
have an intrinsic connection. Both witness to the priority and
importance of love in our life above all other things. Lent is
an opportunity for us to take a look at this question:
Is love always my first choice?
Since God is love, another way of asking that question is this:
Do I make God my first choice every day?
The devil is hard at work trying to convince us to put
ourselves first. This is a product of pride…the most dangerous
vice in his fire-red toolbox. Humility and the practice of
poverty (or simplicity) are wonderful protections against these
very destructive temptations. Humility is remembering that
without God…without Love…I am like dust…I am nothing. Ash
Wednesday helps us to begin Lent with this spirit of humility.
God I need you. I am like the ashes on my forehead without
you. Embracing poverty helps us to realize that it is God who
sustains us (love) not the things of this world. The times
when we have experienced “lack” in our lives when it comes to
material things can actually prove much more fruitful than
times when we live with excess. Times of lack help us to
identify what our real needs are and the true source of our joy.
Lent invites us to live in poverty for these forty
days…to simplify our lives. The traditional penitential practices
of the Church, namely, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, teach
us how to choose the kingdom over the world...how to choose
faith over finances…to exchange our will and our way for
God’s. Putting this into practice can be a very painful process
and will cost us everything: our time, our money, and our
possessions…in other words, the world. It will ultimately lead
to our crucifixion with Jesus at Calvary on Good Friday. Why
would we do this?
No one can serve two masters. In giving up the one,
we embrace the other. Our cross…our Good Friday… is our
visible and audible NO to the evil one and our YES to God. It’s
our NO to the world of darkness and our YES to the kingdom
of light. This choice will leave us humble and poor, ready to
receive that pearl of great price in our moment of greatest
lack: EASTER!
To help your experience of Lent truly
become one of poverty and humility so that we can be more
disposed to receive the true Bread of Life, in addition to our
daily Masses we offer an opportunity on Friday evenings for
the Stations of the Cross at 7 pm followed by Mass at 7:30 pm
and a Holy Hour with Exposition and Benediction and
confessions from 8 pm until 9 pm.
For our young adults, college students and high
school seniors, we now have a Bible study that meets on the
2nd Sunday of every month at the Parish Office at 7 pm. Our
next meeting will be Sunday March 11th.
You will all be kept in my prayers throughout Lent
and would ask for your prayers as well.
May the Lord give you His peace.
--- Fr. Tom

Sacred Heart Lucky Draw
Raffle

Hear Our Prayers O Lord

Sacred Heart is starting a year-long raffle.
Tickets will be $52 (One dollar a week). Purchase
of a ticket enters you in a weekly drawing for
$100. The last drawing will be for $1000. You
can win multiple times.

The Deceased

Because we are starting late, we will not start
drawing winners for a few weeks while we are
selling tickets. But, we will have double drawings
some weeks until we catch up.
For the raffle to be successful we need to sell 300
tickets. Consider selling them to family members
and friends.

We have placed our military roll honoring the men and
women of our parish family currently serving our country
in the Church’s military shrine. If you would like to add
someone to the roll, please call the parish office.

Sacred Heart Designer Handbag Bingo
Thank You
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
those individuals and organizations who generously
donated gifts and services that made the event a huge
success.
Andy and Phyllis Calvano
Johanna DeMaria
Forester Financial
Gina Guilano
Bill Hazlett
Marilyn Karlich
Kay Lamb
Bernadette Marasco
Josephine Minafo
M-W Hockey Booster Club
Jennifer O’Boyle
Alice Ryan
Sacred Heart School 8th Graders
Agnes Seeley
Janet Sullivan
Joanne Vella
Jessica Wuerz
Ted Zeman

Mario R. Acevedo, Ellen T. O’Boyle, Off. Eric Joering. Off.
Anthony Morelli (OH), Commander Paul Bauer (IL)

The Military

The Sick
Rachael Snitofsky, Erica Jane Burns, Heiner Lakas,
Barbara Stilo, Francine Stilo, Jennifer Kanzler Miller,
Blossom Johnson, Talia Phelan, Lisa Shina, Pat Stanton,
Mary Ferrigno, Teddy Bonner, Norma Diaz Perez,
Michael, Marti Brannick, John Turner, Michael Reed,
Lawrence Grosso, Michael Mele. Carol Licata, Christine
Moore, Phyllis DiLucca, Kelsey Berger, Virginia
DiLorenzo, Veronica Maria Donoghue, Rev. Terrance
McCarthy, Gloria Montalvo, Christine Barry Furlano,
Anthony S. Ruscito, Paul Kosara. Keyla Mercado Diaz,
Eileen Gallagher, Larry Mollen

In Loving Remembrance
Anyone wishing to memorialize the sanctuary
candle, the flowers or bread and wine is asked to
contact the parish office.

Adoration
At Sacred Heart we have two weekly opportunities to
adore our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Exposition
with Benediction will take place on Wednesday mornings
from 8 am to 9 am followed by the morning Mass and
on Fridays from 8 pm to 9 pm. Please note as well that
on First Fridays of the month, All Night Adoration takes
places from Friday evening until 9 am Saturday morning.

Preparing the Church for Mass
The Items Used during the Celebration of
the Mass
Roman Missal
The Roman Missal is the book that holds all the prayers
for the celebration of the Eucharist.

Ambo
The word Ambo is a Greek word that means step or
elevated. The great importance of the Word of God in
the scriptures proclaimed at each Eucharistic celebration
means that there is a special place for this word to be
read from. From the ambo only the readings, the
responsorial Psalm, and the exulted (Easter
Proclamation) are to be proclaimed; it may be used also
for the giving of the homily and for announcing the
intentions of the Prayers of the Faithful.

Lectionary
The Lectionary holds all the scripture readings used
during the Liturgy of the Word.
Together at One Altar Website

Mom’s Goup

Attention: Young Adults

Sacred Heart Youth Ministry
9th-12th Grade GAP (God and Pizza) Program
GAP (God and Pizza) is for 9th-12th graders and is now
held on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month from 7 pm –
8 pm in the St. Theresa Room of the Parish Center right
after the 6 pm Mass. Teens interested in music ministry
at the 6:00 pm Mass are invited to come to practices at
5:30 pm in the main Church on Sundays as well.

8th Grade Gap Jr. (God & Pizza) Program
All 8th graders are invited to participate in our monthly
GAP Jr. Program on the 4th Sunday of each month at 7
pm in the St. Theresa Room of the Parish Center right
after the 6 pm Mass.

For more information about Youth Ministry contact the
parish office and ask for either Ivy Marrero or Fr.
Tom. Information is updated and posted on our parish
website regularly as well.

Word among Us Bible Study for Young
Adults!

We all have busy lives but consider our small group as a
mini retreat to refresh, rest and receive graces that
come from sharing scripture, prayers and friendship
offered up to Him. We encourage discussion and
reflection on Sunday’s scriptures and provide a place to
come together to feel connected to God and one
another. Babies and children welcome to come with
mom or grand mom. Future meetings Feb. 27, Mar. 13
& 27, Apr. 10 & 24, May 8 & 22, June 12. For more
info, contact the parish office or Cindy at 845-662-6768.

“Joy of Lent - Passion of Easter”
A Lenten Day of Prayer & Reflection
sponsored by the Pallottine Sisters
Sat., March 10, 2018, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm (Mass at 4pm)
Queen of Apostles Center, 98 Harriman Heights Rd.,
Monroe, NY 10950
Donation: $30.00 (includes hot lunch)
For information and registration please call 845-492-5076

All young adults (college age on up) are invited to
participate in a Bible Study on the 3rd Sunday of each
month at 7 pm in the St. Theresa Room right after the 6
pm Mass. High School Seniors are welcome to
participate as well. Please contact our Young Adult
Coordinator, Raquel Battista, at the Parish Office or see
our parish website for more details and information.

Today Is Meet and Greet Sunday

Join us today after the 10:00 Mass for light
refreshments, conversation and especially to welcome
new parishioners in the vestibule of the church. The
Sacred Heart Choir are hosting this month’s Meet and
Greet.

What is the Rite of Sending?
Across the entire world, Catholic bishops on the first
Sunday of Lent will welcome those sent by the parish to
gather together with their godparents and sponsors in
what is known as the Rite of Election and the following
week the Call to Continuing Conversion. The Rite of
Sending (celebrated during the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Sat.
Feb. 17th) offers the parish community an opportunity to
acknowledge the spiritual progress the catechumens
and candidates have made, express approval of their
election or recognition, and to send them forth to
Cardinal Dolan with the assurance of the parish's care
and support. In sending them forth the parish has
discerned through the priests, catechists, parish
sponsors and the candidates themselves, that they are
ready to enter the Catholic Church. Our Catechumens
are: Amanda Briody, Christopher Capps, Steven
Henderson, Jonah and Julian Jaramillo, Kyanni King,
Ashley and Joshua Taveras. Our Candidates are:
Catherine Caro, Danielle Fahy, Kevin and Miguel
Gordiano Garista, Erika and Vanessa Gordiano, Hector
and Ricardo Hernandez Sanchez, Jarelin Pena, Anthony
Salzano and Ramzes Sanchez.

What is the Rite of Election?
This Rite marks a key moment. For the catechumens,
this Rite signifies that they have been called by
Christ. During the ceremony celebrated at St. Patrick's
Cathedral with Cardinal Dolan presiding, the
catechumens will be called by name, their godparents
will affirm their readiness and each catechumen will sign
the "Book of the Elect" marking them ready to enter the
Church through the reception of Baptism, Confirmation
and Holy Eucharist. From this point on until the Easter
Vigil, they are called "The Elect."

What is the Call to Continuing Conversion?
This Rite recognizes the progress made by those who
are preparing to either complete their sacraments of
initiation (for those baptized Catholic) or to enter into full
communion with he Catholic Church (for those who were
baptized in another Christian denomination). We will
celebrate this Rite during the 12 noon Mass on Sunday,
Feb. 25th at the noon Mass.

Thank you!
Sr. Josita

Path to Canonization for Mother Mary
Teresa
Mother Maria Catherine would like the associates to help
us with a project for Mother Mary Teresa's cause. We
have a habit that was touched to Mother's remains at
the time of her body's exhumation. That habit is now a
3rd class relic. We need to have it cut into 1/4" square
pieces to be inserted in prayer cards. You may have
seen similar cards for Padre Pio or other saints. The
project would be done here at Marycrest and you would
need to bring sharp fabric scissors.
Mother also mentioned that she would like to have a
formal ceremony to enroll the associates on May 6th
(Mother Mary Teresa's birthday). The associates would
receive a pin that is patterned on our Community
medallion of the Immaculate Conception.
Mother spoke about having an open house on Saturday.
March 10th and the associates would have a role to play
in preparation for that as well.
We would be happy to hear from you about your desire
to be formally enrolled as a Parish Visitor Associate and
also whether or not you are able to help with the
projects mentioned.
God bless,
Sr. Josita for Mother Maria Catherine
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Parish Organizations

Celebration of Charity

Catholic Daughters of America
782-8709
Christian Service Committee
781-0856
783-3389
Holy Name Society
845-325-9425
Junior Catholic Daughters of America
637-0435
Knights of Columbus
782-4681
Legion of Mary
590-1355
Mom’s Group
783-7821
Parish Outreach
783-7840
Respect Life Society
783-2964
Sacred Heart School Alumni
SHSalumni@sacredheartmonroe.net
Sacred Heart Crusaders Youth Group
Contact Fr. Tom at 782-8510
Sacred Heart Leisure Club
774-4351
Sacred Heart Men’s Group
782-9445
Sacred Heart Quilters and Crafters
783-3252
Sacred Heart Ushers Society
845-325-9425

As you may be aware Sacred Heart Parish Outreach
Programs have been awarded the 2018 Caritas Award
from Catholic Charities!
There is a big gala event scheduled for Thursday, March
22 at Anthony's Pier 9 New Windsor, NY
All are welcome to attend.
Tickets are available online at www.cccsos.org or by
calling 845-294-5124, x303
If you cannot attend, you may want to consider a
journal ad.
Thank you for the part you played in serving others at
Sacred Heart Parish Outreach!

Alcoholics Anonymous
Alcoholics Anonymous holds meetings in the Sacred
Heart Chapel hall on Sundays from 3:00-4:00 pm and
again at 7:00 pm, on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm, on Fridays
from 9:00-10:00 pm and on Saturdays at 7:00 pm.
Items for the bulletin must be submitted The
Sunday before the date of publication of the
bulletin.
All special event flyers will be printed in the

Adoption: Infant and toddler boys and girls in
China need homes. Older parents are welcome.
For more information, call Barbara Salvesen at
845-623-5277.

Rules for Fast and Abstinence during Lent
Abstinence
Everyone 14 years of age or older is bound to abstain
from meat on Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent*
and Good Friday.

Fasting
Everyone 18 or older, and under 59 years of age, is
bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full
meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals,
sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according
to each one’s needs, but together they should not equal
another full meal. Eating between meals is not
permitted. When health or ability to work would be
seriously affected, the law does not oblige.
Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from
these prescribed minimal penitential practices.
We ask the prayers of the parish community for those
catechumens and candidates who will be participating in
the Rites of Election and Call to Continuing Conversion.

SonShine Boutique
The SonShine Boutique is in need of household items
and gently used clothing shoes and accessories.
Perhaps you can do some early "spring cleaning" and
drop off a bag of items.
All items can be brought to the Chapel of the Sacred
Heart 151 Stage Rd, Monroe, NY, rear entrance every:
Monday 10:00 am - 12 noon
Wednesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Thursday 9L00 am – 3:00 pm
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE ITEMS OUTSIDE!
Tax Letters of donationasare available when you submit
itemized letters with your name, address, date of
donation. You may use the Salvation Army Donor
Guide to value your items.

